191.   LETTER TO SHEVAKRAM KARAMCHAND

POST ANDHERI,
March 21, 1924

DEAR  MR.   SHEVAKRAM,

I have your letter.1

In my opinion, God's name and God's work go hand in hand.
There is no question of preference because the two are indivisible.
A parrot-like repetition of the name is worse than useless, and
service or action without the consciousness that it is done in God's
name and for God's sake is also valueless, and if we sometimes pass
our time in merely repeating the name of the deity as we have
to, it is simply a course of preparation for self-dedication, that is,
service for the sake of and in the name of God, and when we are
thoroughly attuned, continued service in that spirit is itself equal
to the repetition of the name of the deity. In the vast majority of
cases, however, the setting apart a part of our time for prayer is
a vital necessity. So far as I am aware, all scriptures and,
certainly, the Indian scriptures, hold a guru to be absolutely
indispensable, but if we cannot get a real guru, a sham substitute
is not only useless but injurious. That is one of the reasons
why I suppose the tenth guru established the Granth Sahib as
the last Guru.

I have no spiritual guru, but believing in the institution, I
have been in search of one for the last thirty years. The very
search is the greatest consolation to me.

Tours sincerely,

SJT. SHEVAKRAM KARAMCHAND
GURU SANGAT
HIRABAD
HYDERABAD (SIND)

From a copy : S.N. 8554; also G,W. 5135

1 Shevakram, in his letter of March 17, had stated that according to Guru
Nanak two things were essential for mukti, namely, prayer and a guru.   He
wanted to know what views Gandhiji had on the matter and also whether he
had any guru.
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